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'the giving of flattering titles to men between whom and me
there was not any relation to which such titles could be pre-
tended to belong. This was an evil I had been much addicted
to, and was accounted a ready artist in; therefore this evil also
was I required to put away and cease from. So that thence-
forward I durst not say, Sir, Master, My Lord, Madam (or My
Dame); or say Your Servant to any one to whom I did not
stand in the real relation of a servant, which I had never done
to any'.
Ellwood goes on to say that he abandoned the vain practice
of uncovering the head or bowing the knee in salutation, but
found many obstacles. As he insisted on not removing his hat
in his father's presence, as a protest against ehat honour', his
father destroyed all his hats, one after another. When he
addressed his father in the second person singular, his father
fell upon him with his fists, saying, 'Sirrah, if ever I hear you
say "thou" or "thee" to me again, I'll strike your teeth down
your throat'.1
Others besides the quakers turned their attention to the
vanities of this world. A preacher, for example, wrote a treatise
on the loathsomeness of long hair.2 As a matter of fact the
habit of wearing long locks was giving way to a custom which
puritans regarded with even greater aversion—namely, the
wearing of wigs. 'These periwigs of false-coloured hair*, says the
preacher, 'are utterly unlawful and are condemned by Christ
himself, who says "no man can make one hair white or black*3'.
From male attire, preachers turned to female fashions and
found them evil. Englishwomen were said to be most im-
moderate, both in their tastes and their expenses, and many
a sermon, pamphlet, and ballad treated of their vanity and
exorbitances. The puritan objection to 'painting, patching,
spotting, and blotting' is well summed up by Hamlet's remark
to Ophelia about women, 'God has given you one face, and
you make yourselves another'. To improve on nature argued
dissatisfaction with God's work, and was held to be proof
positive of sinful lusts. Face-repairers were reminded of the
fate of Jezebel, who on Jehu's approach painted her face and
sat at an upper window; but, when the king saw her, all he
said was, 'Throw her down'; and dogs ate her flesh.
1 The History of Thomas Ellwood, ed. G. G. Crump (1900), pp. 18-19, 37~~8-
3 Thomas HaU9 Loathsomeness^ of Long Haire (1654).

